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Spotluzht on John Birch Soeiety | -

p ‘The John Birch society, along with its 1

views and those of its founder, R@bert!’

W. Weich, are proper matters for public, they cannot go ong with much of.wbat
; attention and concern. he says, But hqw Can anyons follow ki
They have been getflfi§ 11 from news- {H.in ehy ipy 0\! of vaeMil by
papers and congrgs;mgmm ‘others who t! of hl
are startled by both the extreme Ideas | "y
the group professes and its conspira- |} qatw.and the | :
torial technlgues” adlng newspapers 'g; sprndto:egg: mmﬁn‘“o
have been investigating Welch's views thé open WWW m
and the activities-of his society or the ff
grounds that the radica} right can be
every bit a3 dangerous to the country j
as the ratlical left.. Among the newspa-
pers thay have been highly critical are
the Chicijio Daily News, the Des Moines |
Register, 'the Christian Science Moni-
tor, the Baltimore Sun, the New York
Heralg Tribune and the Toledo Blade.

\ch has expréuhd such ridicutous
ns that one wohdérs pmw he gets{
'n persons to listen to them. He!
ims that our top leaders since before {*
y ( /Vorld War 11 were either used by Com- A\ ¢
//" munists or were Communists—~Franklin{
D. Roosevelt, Harry S. Truman, George‘f
1 Catictt Marshall, Dwight D, Eisenhower, .
Mi':on Fisenhower, John Foster Dulles, {
Allen W. Dulles, Arthur Dean, The list]
goes, on and on. \
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SRR
lie udvocates.the use of ‘technigues §ii’
i cummon to communism ‘and fascism— g
not’ smericamsm—the imposition of ab-{
i solute*loyalty to'himsélf; use of loaded
i qurestions or those with untrue imputa-}{:
"nony, (he himself calls this “mean and [
dirty but advises ft); Infiltration of }i.
PTA's. civic groups, school boards; or- [ .
contsation of “fronts” to head up.such [§'
lhm;“ as the current movement to im-
peach Chief Justice Warren; establish-
ment  of hookshops and - ledding li-
lbn vies as “fronts” for dlltribution of
right wing literature.. - =«
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| These techniques, and others ‘Welch ]\

I advqcates as part of putting “the soften-

«;in{, process of wonder and doubt at
i work.”

. Democracy, -he says in t.he world's
1 most successful democracy, “is merely i
|« deceplive phrase, a weapon of dema-

gopuery and a perennial fraud.”
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* This man and this kind of program
have brought presumably responsible
"titizens into the soclety. In many places j\3
_they bave used anonymous phone calls, |- R .

Cthreat of boyeott, and fear 1o divido ! I . o
ctommunities and intimidate citizens, V"
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